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The Teddy Bear

Kaoru

There once was a pretty teddy bear. He had lovetijob
eyes, and his tail was cute. But the teddy bearidore about
that. He only thought about a child who would |dwen.

For a long time, he lived in the toy corner otars, but sad to
say, nobody become interested in him. Everyonedhiothat
kind of teddy bear was behind the times.

One day, a little girl came into the store. Shekex at the
teddy bear and said, “He is very sweet. His eye& kmart,
don’t they?”

From that day, the teddy bear was the girl’s.
Every day, the bear played with her
They built a sand castle, and the®

played hide and seek. They spent a very happy time.

But one day, the teddy bear woke up

and found the girl wasn't sleeping next to him. leked
around, but he couldn't find her

anywhere.
And then, a stranger came into th
room. He started to put all the playthings intoaaks Getting
scared, the teddy bear sat quietly on the bed. stranger
noticed the bear. He said, “This must be thrown yatem.”
And he put the teddy bear into the sack.




The teddy bear was taken to a dumping ground. riléx¢ morning, a garbage truck
would take him away. In the sack, he felt very lgnéde looked up the sky,
remembering good old memories with the girl. “I wemgo home,” he said to himself.
“I don’t want to go anywhere else. | miss her.”tAat time, one small shining star fell

from the night sky.

Then, a cat came to the dumping ground. The catdfidbe
bear and said “Oh. There’s a teddy bear. Maybe hilgren
will play with it.” The cat took the teddy bearits house.

The cat’s house was in the corner of the teddy 'ddruse!
That night, the girl found the teddy bear in th€schouse and
was very surprised. “Why! It's my teddy. Where hayeu
been? | missed you so much!”

The girl hugged him tightly.

So, they all lived happily ever after.




Blue Virus

MM
There was a woman called Hanako Yoshida. She livddpan.
She had beautiful black eyes and brown hair. Ogeditee woke
up and looked at herself in the washroom mirrod she was
very surprised because her brown hair had turned. bfhe
unexpected change made her worried. So she wdmnidpital
and saw a doctor. The doctor said, “It's a stranges. |
haven't ever seen anything like it. You need many
examinations.”

Hanako’s son lived in Los Angeles. He was calleatoT
Yoshida. He had a beautiful wife and a baby. He eaked by
Hanako and found out about her problem.. He wag werried
about her. So, he went to Japan with his familgete her.

He was in front of Hanako’s house, and he was sgarprised.
Her house had a tinge of blue. He thought, “What’s
happening?”

He ran into the house and saw Hanako. He was stiocke
Hanako’s hands were blue, her legs were blue, lserdface was
blue. She was dyed blue. “Are you OK?” he said.s*Y8ut I'm
tired.” she said. “Why?” “I have many examinatiangery day,”
she said.

“Taro” she said. “What?” he said.
“Thank you for coming.” she said.

Hanako looked so tired. So, Taro decided to conu& ba Los
Angeles. He got into a taxi.

He looked back many times at his mother. He wemhédy
airplane and by car.



The next evening, he thought, “Will my mother dieid he
felt very sad. “Why was my mother dyed blue? Die sto
something wrong?” he said to himself.

The next year, Japan was dyed blue and the viassed the
ocean. Hanako attracted criticism. The crowd saider, "You
are the god of death.”

Hanako was lonely. The lonely old woman was sabgut the
blue virus. 3 years later, the earth was dyed HRlents were
blue, animals were blue, buildings were blue, ald@ople
were blue. But, they had no other problems. An¢ tha& used
to their blue bodies.

After the crowd was calm, Taro visited his moth®he was
blue, and he was blue, too. Now, she wasn't loneggcause
everyone was blue, too.

Then Hanako and Taro and his family lived in Lasgales.
They lived a very happy life together.



Hide and Seek

DNDR

There was a house on a hill. Jack was a high sctadent
who lived in the house. He lived there with hish&at His
mother had been killed in a traffic accident 15rge&go, so he

didn’t remember her.

One day, when Jack was doing his
homework, early in the morning, a woman appearettienly and
said, “You! Play hide and seek with me!”
Jack was surprised. He wanted to refuse
request, but she continued, “You are it. Y
count to 60. Then, you can seek me.”

Jack thought, “That's the way it goes. Only
once. I'll find her at once!”
He closed his eyes and counted from 1 to 60.
“1,2,3....60""
First, Jack went to his father’s library.
He was still sleeping. Jack looked roun
the room, but the woman wasn't there. He g¢
out of the library.

Next, he went to the toilet. To his surprise, a ligdid was
spreading. “What's that?! Is it blood?” He
smelled it, but it wasn’'t blood. “It's tomato
juice!!” He realized.

Jack went into the bathroom. He searched for theavg but she
wasn't there. “Where is she?” Suddenly, somethimgagered on his
head. It was tomato juice again!




Jack heard the woman'’s voice. She was giggling.
But she was angry. “You're too
late to find me!” “I'm sorry,” Jack
said “but who are you?” The woma
looked shocked and said, “You don
remember me?! I'm your mother!”

Jack was amazed at that, and he fainted.

He woke up to find himself in the dining room. Haher
was across the table. Jack told him all about laide seek.
When his father finished listening, he said “Yountldknow
about her, do you? That was your mother’s ghose Ied
tomato juice very much. Maybe she wanted to pla wou
again!”




The Fountain

There was a little boy in a small village. He wagng in a
house in the forest with his mother. One day hisherosaid to
him “Why don’t you go and play outside? You can beautiful
flowers.”

The boy opened the door, and he was
greeted by Mother Nature. He could se
many trees and flowers, he could hear t
sounds of insects and animals, and
could smell flowers, too. He ran afte

butterflies and he came to a fountain
without realizing it.

He had found a fountain!

It was a very small fountain filled with
clear fresh water. The boy drank the water. Anah thestrange ‘
thing happened.

e He saw something reflected in the
water. It looked like a big city. Deep-black smaokas coming
out of the chimneys.

Then the scene changed.

There was a young man who lookec
just like the boy himself. The young man passedyayueetly.

Actually, he was seeing his future. But he wondef@vho is
he?”



Luckily it did not make sense to him at that tildad then the
reflection disappeared. He touched the water aadel@ his
head to one side.

Suddenly the birds and the butterflies
flew away quickly.

The boy was worried about something. He starteding and
he went back home.

Two years later, the boy moved to a big city. Ane fountain
became famous for fortune telling about peoplesthie Is the
boy alive now?

Nobody knows.




Takuya and the Socks
Edel Y« Love

There was a boy named Takuya. He lost his right s@o days before, and he hadn't
found it yet.
Takuya put on his left sock and went to bed.

At night, Takuya felt something strange and woke When he looked around, he
found a boy on his bed. The boy really looked lke. But he had no brother! So he
was really afraid of the boy.

The boy looked at Takuya with angry eyes. He s&ithat are you doing in my room?
And why are you wearing my left sock? It's mine!&kuya tried to talk, but he could
say nothing.

Suddenly, the boy got up. He ran toward Takuy&uya was upset and escaped from
him. But he was faster than Takuya. Takuya was gdish the wall.

Takuya didn’t know what to do. He was confused htWs this boy? Why is he angry
with me?” he thought.

Then the boy jumped and Takuya was almost kicked.

“Ahh!” Takuya shouted. And he was surprised. Heswa his bed. Nobody was in his
room. Then he understood. It was just a dream.

It was five o’clock in the morning. Takuya leftshioom and went to the toilet. He was
thinking, “It was really scary, and it was a strartyeam. I'm glad the dream wasn't real.
But, why did | dream such a strange dream?”

When he went back to his room, he was really ssegdr There was his right sock he

had lost two days before on his bed!
“It is a mystery,” he thought.
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The Teddy Bear
This is a very sweet story, with a happy ending after some sad and scary times. Just like
the movie Toy Story, it made me think of the period when I was a child and thought my toys
were like real people. I especially like this story because you show the teddy bear's feelings
very well, and also because you include interesting details, such as the teddy bear's button

eyes and the games that the bear and the little girl played.

Blue Virus
This is a very original story, completely different from the model in New Storyteller. At
first it sounds like a horror story about the end of the world because of a new virus, but then it
has a happy ending. The story also describes the relationship befween Taro and his mother

very well.

Takuya and the Socks
This is a mysterious and imaginative story. You describe Takuya's feelings during his
frightening dream very well. I wonder who the other boy was. Maybe he was Takuya's twin

from another world, and maybe he was also looking for a missing sock.

Hide and Seek
1 like this story because it is a ghost story, but unlike most ghosts, the ghost in this story is
friendly and just wants fo play. The red liquid is not blood but tomato juice. This story
really has many surprises. I think Jack must have felt happy to get this special visit from his

mother.

The Fountain
This story has many excellent descriptions, for example, the descriptions of the natural
world in the forest and of the polluted big city in the fountain. I agree with you that the boy
was lucky not to understand that he was seeing the future in the fountain, and I hope that he

is still alive now.
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